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A publica on of First Presbyterian Church - Muskegon, Michigan 

“God so loved the world that God gave … “  
– John 3:16 

 Friends,  
 
Have you thought much lately about the 
connec on of love and giving? When we 
love someone – really love them – we 
are able to dig down deep and give me 
and resources for them in ways we might 
not have thought possible. I’ve been 
moved and honored in the past weeks to 
watch Don Olson and his three girls give 
so generously of their me and focus and 
resources to care for Marie as she sought 
to recover from a number of strokes. 
Because they loved, they gave.  
 
And that is what our God does for us. 
Because God loves us, God gave us not 
just any gi , but the gi  of God’s very 
own Son to come live among us in our 
joys and our messes. God gave us God’s 
Son so that we may know what love 
looks like and be saved in Christ. God so 
loved us that God gave. 

As you know, we are in stewardship 
season here at First Presbyterian Church 
in Muskegon. This is a season when we 
talk a lot about giving and we make 
decisions about the financial and me 
resources we will give to this church 
during the following year. Many of us 
crunch the numbers of our family 
finances and say, “OK, how much can I 
afford to give to the church in 2023?” 

 
Being wise with our resources is 
important, of course. But, as followers of 
Christ, we are invited to consider our 
pledges and resources from a stance of 
love. The ques on we may wish to pray 
about is, “What is God invi ng me to give 
this year?” Our giving is to grow from 
God’s love within us and from our love 
for God, Christ’s church and our 
community. We give because we have 
been loved and are invited to give back 
in love in return. We may arrive at the 
same amount of money and me if we 
ask, “What can I afford?” but it comes 
from a different place. 

My prayer for each of us is that we will 
know how deeply we are loved and that 
we will give to the church and to other 
organiza ons doing the work of Christ 
from a place of generosity – longing to 
return the love that we have been given 
so generously. 
 
I’m so honored to be walking with you 
during these days. As we live into 2023 
and get ready to welcome a new pastor – 
whoever he or she may be – may we 
con nue to be “A Place to Worship. A 
Place to Belong. A Place to Serve.” 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Laurie  

What’s INSIDE 

 
Dear friends, 
 
It’s hard to believe we are in the 
middle of October already! Your 
PNC is diligently working and 
praying. I do know they have 
asked for a second batch of 
Personal Informa on Forms (PIFs 
– which are like a pastor’s 
resume) from our denomina on 
and con nue the process of 
listening to sermons, seeking to 
set up interviews, etc.  That’s all I 
know!   
 
Please con nue to hold them in 
your prayers as they do this 
work!   

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Laurie 

INTERIM UPDATE 
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You have probably noted on your pledge cards this year that each member is being asked to pay, in addi on to their 
pledge, the Presbytery of Lake Michigan’s per capita amount, which is $39.10 for 2023. This covers work done on 
our behalf by the presbytery, but also by the General Assembly and Synod. 

Last month we looked at how the General Assembly’s por on ($9.85) of the money is spent. Next month we will 
explore how the Synod of the Covenant’s por on ($3.25) is spent. This month we will consider how the Presbytery 
of Lake Michigan spends its $26.00 of that amount. Each day as a congrega on we benefit from the support of our 
presbytery in ways we don’t even realize. Similar to how our tax dollars pay for roads and other things we take for 
granted, per capita pays for things in the church that we assume will always be there.  
 
Here are some of the things our presbytery does:  

1. Congrega onal Support 
1. The Commission on Ministry (made up of elders and pastors from the presbytery) supports churches going 
through transi on, which includes looking for pastors, or experiencing struggles. The COM is suppor ng First 
Presbyterian of Muskegon and our PNC as we look for a pastor. 
2. Media on Team: Available for churches and individuals in churches that need help working through 
disagreements and challenges. 
3. Congrega onal Vitality programs: Ma hew 25 churches are among these. Grants are available to support 
churches in doing new things. 
4. Offering seminars (like the church finance seminar that will be happening here in November) and other 
training opportuni es to support church leaders.  
5. The Korean Presbyterian Church in Lansing and North Presbyterian Church (a small church composed 
mostly of persons who struggle with mental illnesses) in Kalamazoo get special funding for their unique 
ministries.  

 

2. Leadership Development and Support: 
1. The Commi ee on Prepara on for Ministry walks with people who are preparing for the ministry. It pays 
one-third of counseling assessment costs and helps support seminarians in a variety of ways that are not limited 
to helping pay for ordina on exams and tui on support. 
2.  Boundary training for all pastors is mandated by the presbytery, and the Presbytery pays for it.  
3. In a partnership with our synod, the presbytery provides training through Leaderwise, a top notch church 
leadership training organiza on, in many areas of leadership development.  
4. The Presbytery of Lake Michigan sets money aside to support jus ce ministries in the presbytery and to 
help train leaders in these areas. The churches in Lansing and Benton Harbor have benefi ed from these 
monies in the past.  
5. Youth leadership development through offering support for Youth Triennium, Montreat Youth Program, 
Urban Plunge and more.  
6. The presbytery maintains a resource center that offers a wide range of books, curriculum for Sunday School, 
youth and adult educa on, DVDs and other materials to anyone in the Presbytery.  
7. The presbytery pays for speakers and other worship leaders who inspire us during presbytery mee ngs.  

 
3. Mission and Outreach 

1. The Presbytery of Lake Michigan offers substan al support to two campus ministers whose work supports 
campus ministries at Western Michigan  University, Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids Community 
College and K College.  
2. Grants are available to local congrega ons that wish to try new mission ini a ves. 
 

Con nued on Page 3 

How does the Presbytery of Lake Michigan spend our appor onment/per capita dollars? 

Highland Herald 
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Con nued from Page 2 
 
4. Judicatory Support 

1.  Our per capita helps pay legal expenses for the Presbytery.  
  

5. Maintenance of presbytery opera ons and office 
1. Our per capita dollars help pay the salaries of our execu ve presbyter and stated clerk and other presbytery 
staff.  
2. Our presbytery office is located at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Portage. Our presbytery pays a li le 
rent to use this facility. It is a very cost-effec ve use of space and also helps support the ministry of the Portage 
church. 

 
You can learn more about the mission and call of the Presbytery of Lake Michigan by scouring its website: lakemichi-
ganpresbytery.org. 

Even if you do not pledge, you are strongly encouraged to pay your per capita amount to the church so we do not 
need to cover your por on from our general opera ng expenses. 

Our redesigned pledge cards were sent out and everyone should have received them 
by now. Finance Council is in the process of mee ng with each council moderator to 
discuss their current expenses compared to their budget, and to project their needs 
for the 2023 budget. Much of this depends on our pledges coming in. We face many 
challenges ahead, chief among them is infla on. We have done well reviewing and 
reducing church expenses over the last few years, as well as redirec ng our long-term 
funds into conserva ve income genera ng investments. But our pledges make up 
over 85% of our opera ng budget and receiving your pledges early in the budge ng 
process provides considerable clarity going forward. Please though ully consider the 
financial needs of our church in your pledges and return them as soon as possible. 

 
Over the first nine months this year, our expenses are lower than expected due in part to a vacant staff  posi on and cost 
conserving in other areas, but the energy intensive three months remain. We are currently under budget by $13,911 and 
revenue is ahead by $11,042. The increased income was due in large part to non-pledge gi s received in the last few 
months. Many thanks for those generous gi s. 

You are invited to a 
 “Thanks-for-Giving”  

Brunch Potluck  
following worship on 
Consecra on Sunday  

October 30th.   
Please consider sharing  

a dish with your church family 
as we celebrate and grow  

in our faith together. 
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Kni ers con nue to provide 
prayer shawls for people in our 
community. Thirteen prayer 
shawls have been given in 2022, 
six in September and October. 
Please call on a member of the 
kni ng “team” to request a 
shawl for a friend, neighbor, or 
rela ve. 
 
Our mee ng me is 11:30 am on 
the first Tuesday of the month. 
Newcomers are welcome. We 
will meet again on Tuesday, 
November 1, from 11:30-12:30 in 
the youth room. 

The Moms' Group in partnership 
with First Presbyterian Church will be 
having a winter coat drive October 
through December 5th.  New or clean 
gently used coats, hats, gloves, 
boots, scarves and new socks are 
needed.  You may also contribute 
monetarily.   
 
Ques ons?  Call the office or 
email pastor@fpcmuskegon.org. 

October Mission Box—Every Woman’s Place 
 
Every Woman’s Place provides emergency shelter for survivors of domes c 
abuse and sexual assault and their children. The facility is a safe haven with 
support groups, individual counseling, and advocacy services. All services are 
free of charge to clients. 
 
Every Woman’s Place seeks dona ons of the following new and unopened, 
personal care items: 
 

·Deodorant 

·Combs and hairbrushes 

·Shampoo, condi oner, and hair spray 

·Hand soap and body wash 

·Feminine hygiene products 

·Toothpaste and toothbrushes 

·Towels and wash cloths 

·Twin sheet sets and pillowcases 

·Toilet paper 

Thank you for your faithful contribu ons. 

Highland Herald 

  Coat Drive 
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Le  to right:  Jean, Don, Kathy, Jim, Jason, Mary, Mark,    Top le  & clockwise:  Nicki, Jason 

MHS Student, FCC Friend, Mike, FCC Friend     Quinn, Linda, Gina, Ron, Mary 

Blessing of the FPC-Muskegon Team for the CROP Hunger: Pastor Laurie, Jim C, Cammie 
H, Pam S, Don S, Kris  C, Jean C, Jon M, Mary Ellen W, Yuri M, Harper M & Kendra M 
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FPC-Muskegon Team for CROP Hunger Walk ready to start  2.5-mile on October 2, 2022: 

Jean, Harper, Kendra, Pam, Yuri, Kris , Jim, Cammie, Don, Mary Ellen, Jon, Brewster, Pastor Laurie, 
and John 

Friends, instead of doing our own Trunk or Treat this year, we will be joining our neighborhood at 
McGra  Park on Saturday, October 29 to help with, and par cipate in the Glenside Neighborhood 
Halloween Party. This is a great opportunity for us to meet some of our neighbors and par cipate in 
our community.  

 

Could you come for all or part of the a ernoon and help 
out? Maybe help with a First Presbyterian table that has a 
cra , and some candy, and some informa on about our 
church?   
 

There is a sign up sheet at church or call the office so we can 
gather volunteers! This is going to be a blast! 
 

We are also seeking dona ons of candy to pass out during 
the party.  If you can contribute, please leave your bags of 
candy in the box near the office.  Thanks! 

Glenside Neighborhood Halloween Party 
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 Don't miss being part of the Art 
Project!  

On October 23 and October 30 
a er church, everyone will have 
the opportunity to share their 
heart by pain ng a heart on a 
small canvas. All the canvases will 
be collected and installed in our 
Art Project exhibit as the " Heart 
of First Presbyterian Church." 
This is a "zero talent" project, it's 
the joining of the hearts that's 
important. Supplies and guidance 
will be provided. So, come get 
your art on and share your heart 
in this fun project!! 

ART PROJECT 

I would like to thank everyone for their 
prayers, well wishes, and cards in these 
last months. It has meant a lot to me.   
Ara Demirjian 

It's that me of year already to switch the art in our Art Project exhibit! 
  

We are planning to install new art in November and want your help. If you, 
a friend, family member, or neighbor have original art you'd like to share, 
let us know.  
  

In our first exhibit we really wanted to showcase art from our members. 
Now we'd like to reach out and include with members, anyone who likes to 
CREATE! Art can take on many forms and our main criteria is that a piece 
be appropriate for our building, and that it be an original. All pieces need 
approval from the Art Project Commi ee as well. We're looking forward to 
seeing what God brings to us this me!  
  

Contact Mary Eschman, Susan Homan or Pam Foster if have a piece to 
share.  

Heart Art 

11/01 Julie Anderson 

11/02 Wanda Bonham 

11/07 Katherine Young 

11/07 Nate Christensen 

11/12 Jim Decker 
11/12 Harper Mills 

11/14 Evan Hodson 

11/17 Phyl Mas c 

11/23 Carol Giblin 

11/26 Joan Hollar 
11/16 Eliza Piper 
11/29 Karen Maples 
 

11/29 Mike & Carol Giblin 
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Friends, 
 
We joyfully announce that the Session 
has approved the hiring of a new 
"Community Engagement and Educa on 
Director," Adam Bell! 
 
This Spring when Arisha Coffee 
resigned, the Personnel Commi ee 
prayerfully considered what we might 
need as a church going forward in this 
posi on.  The numbers of youth and 
children in our church are minimal and 
our longing to more inten onally 
engage our community feels like part of 
our call right now.  Adam will work with 
our youth and children , and also help us discern ways to connect and 
engage our community --- in our building and outside our building.  We 
are excited for the energy, faith and vision he brings.  Welcome Adam!   

 
With hope, 
Vic Prowant, Mark Schumaker, Pam Schumaker, Mary Eschman,  
Greg Boughton and Rev. Laurie Hartzell -- FPC Personnel Commi ee 
 
 
Adam has an extensive background in the Hospitality and Arts Community. 
He is the Execu ve Chef at Ryke’s bakery, Catering and Café and manages 
all of their event business. He also has served on the staff of Covenant Life 
Church (CRC) in Grand Haven as the Upper Elementary Coordinator for 
their Children’s Ministry. Adam was very involved in Covenant Life, helping 
to plan and organize their first ever Community Dinner, cooking and 
performing for their Wednesday night “Merge” program, and planning 
curriculum and lessons for K-4th grade. 
 
Adam has also been an ac ve member in the West Michigan Theatre 
Community. He has appeared in plays for Jewish Theatre Grand Rapids, 
Heritage Theatre, Grand Rapids Civic Theatre, Central Park Players, and 
Muskegon Civic Theatre. He is the founder of the Actors’ Workshop of 
West Michigan. 
 
Adam is married to the amazing Anne Meilof and is grateful for her support 
and encouragement. They have two adult children, Tristan Bell and Jim 
Meilof. 
 
Adam is excited to join the FPC Muskegon staff and to be a part of the 
Spirit of renewal that is flowing through our congrega on. 
 

Highland Herald 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  
AND EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

NOVEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
LAY LEADERS: 
11/06 Sheila  

11/13 Vella  

11/20 Jeanne  

11/27 Pam  
 
CHILDREN’S TIME: 
11/13 Greg  
 
OFFERING COUNTERS: 
11/06 Mark & Pam  

11/13 Vic & Ellen  

11/20 Ara & Mike  

11/27 Darlene & Gina  
 
HOSPITALITY: 
11/06 Kathy & Darlene  

11/13 Mark & Pam  

11/20 Bob & Cheryl  

11/27 Quinn & Linda  
 
USHERS: 
11/06 Vic & Ellen  

11/13 Bob & Joan  

11/20 Mike & Pam  

11/27 Clark & Pat  
 
GREETERS – Sherman Entrance: 
11/06 Kris   

11/13 Joan  

11/20 Kris   

11/27 Bev  
 
GREETERS – Wickham Entrance: 
11/06 Ruth  

11/13 Jeanne  

11/20 Robin  

11/27 Mitzi  
 
COMMUNION – November 6: 
Set-up: Jeanne  

Servers: Vic & Ellen  

Kris   & Mark  



 

www.fpcmuskegon.org       9 

Highland Herald 

Muskegon Community College Theater Premiers A Super Happy Story (About Feeling Super Sad), a 
cabaret musical that lets you know it’s OK not to be OK, on the Overbrook Theater stage October 27 – 30, 
2022. CONTENT WARNING: Depression & Suicide  
 
A TALKBACK, following each performance will be led by MCC counselors and the cast. Director Sheila 

explains, “This play is a great springboard for discussions about mental illness. As Tash, a 
character in the show, says to Sally, ‘Don’t keep it a secret. Everyone pretends like it didn’t happen to 
them. Talking’s the only way to let someone else know they're not the only one. You deserve to get 
be er.’ and so do we all. So, let’s talk.”  

Performances are at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, Oct. 27, 28 and 29, and at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, Oct. 30. Tickets are $15 for the public and $10 for MCC students and staff.  
 
Tickets are available ONLY online un l the day of each show. Tickets will be sold at the Overbrook Theater 
Box Office one hour prior to each performance. Call (231) 777-0324 for more informa on. ONLINE 
TICKETS, visit h ps://mccoverbrooktheater.ludus.com.   

 
 

· WHAT: A SUPER HAPPY STORY  
 (About Feeling Super Sad) a musical comedy 
 on mental illness,   
         CONTENT WARNING: Depression & Suicide  
 
· WHEN: Oct. 27 – 29@7:30 pm and  
 Oct. 30@3:00 pm  
 
· WHERE: Overbrook Theater, Muskegon 

 Community College, 221 S. Quarterline Road  
· TICKETS: $15 for the public, $10 for MCC  
 students and staff. Call (231) 777-0324 or 
 order online 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH – MUSKEGON 
STEWARDSHIP IS MORE THAN JUST TITHING!  

 
We are called to be stewards of our me and talents, as well as our money.  Here are some areas in the church that 
could use your me and talents.  Where would you like to help serve this year?  Please fill this out and turn it into 
the church office.  
 
 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: _______________________________  Email Address: _________________________________ 
 
I would like to serve the church in these areas: 

___ Choir Member 
 
___ Instrumentalist 
 
___ Lay Leader 
 
___ Usher 
 
___ Greeter 
 
___ Coffee Host 
 
___ Offering Counter 
 
___ Faith Development  
 
___ Finance 
 
___ Property 
 
___ Outreach 
 
___ Stewardship 
 
___ Worship & Music 
 
___ Youth  
 
___ Women’s Circles 
 
___ Church School Leader 
 
 
 

___ Office Volunteer 
 
___ Moms’ Group Support 
 
___ Tech Team 
 
___ Shepherd 
 
___ Mission – Walk-Abouts 
 
___ Mission – Hunger Ministry Support 
 
___ Mission – Supper House Volunteer 
 
___ Fellowship Events 
    
___ Other:  __________________________________ 
(Feel free to dream of ways you can serve the church and 
community here!)  
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First Presbyterian Church 
2577 Wickham Drive 
Muskegon, MI 49441-3182 
www.fpcmuskegon.org 
(231) 759-1275 
 


