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The Service for the Lord’s Day 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 16, 2018 
 

Boldface type indicates a spoken response. 
The asterisk (*) is an invitation to stand if able. 

 
  PRELUDE 
 
  INTROIT                                                                                                              FPC Quartet 

 
  WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
  CALL TO WORSHIP 

 In this hour, may we remember others, 
 may we get lost in God’s love, 
 may we set aside petty differences, 
 and lift up what is honorable. 
 In this hour, may we pursue God’s way: 
 do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God. 
 In this hour, may we practice love, that it may become 
 who we are at every other hour of the week. 
 

*OPENING HYMN #265                WŜǎǳǎ {Ƙŀƭƭ wŜƛƎƴ ²ƘŜǊŜΩŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴ 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
         

Let us use our voices to declare those things we have said and done 
          that have separated us from God, and from each other, 
          that we may experience God’s mercy and receive God’s forgiveness. 

 Holy God, in the face of sin, our gravest enemy, we call to you for help. 
      You know our fault before we speak. 
      Forgive us for what we have done in opposition to your will. 
      Forgive us for those things we have not undertaken 
      and for which we know our wrong. 
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      We have not loved you and our neighbors as we ought. 
 We have denied our dependence on you. 

 Lead us away from this grief and sorrow. 
 Forgive and restore us so that we may fulfill our vows to you 

 and attend to the needs of your people. Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

 God, who is gracious and merciful, knows the human desire 
 to save our lives by avoiding Jesus’ call to carry the cross. 
 God, who is full of compassion, also knows that those who repent 

 have set their minds and hearts on what endures for all time. 
 Your sin is forgiven you.  
 The Lord God is a very present help 
 to those who seek to follow in the way of divine things. 
 Go with God in joy as you take up your cross, in Jesus’ name. 

 
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS #447     We Are Forgiven (sung twice) 
 
*SHARING OUR GIFT OF PEACE FROM CHRIST         (Please place prayer request cards in baskets) 
   
** Please be seated. 
   
 SONG     #693                            Though I May Speak  
 
 A TIME WITH THE YOUNGER CHURCH                                        Jon Mills  
  
  OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Proverbs 1:20-33 [p. 584 OT] 
  
  GOSPEL LESSON      Mark 8:27-38 [p. 43 NT] 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 

  MESSAGE               “Knowing Jesus to Know Ourselves”         Pastor Jim Rausch 
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  SHARING OUR PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
  OFFERING                        Registration of Attendance 
 
  OFFERTORY                           FPC Quartet    
 
*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS #717     For the Life That You Have Given 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

 God of wisdom, may this offering serve as a powerful witness 
 to this world in need.  
 Guide us as we administer the gifts that you have given us 
 for the building of your kingdom. In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
 

* CLOSING HYMN #705                           You Are Holy    

 
*BLESSING 
 
*POSTLUDE 
 

¥ ¥ ¥ 
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Questions for Reflection 
When we hear Jesus say we are to “deny” ourselves, this can seem strangely harsh language, 
and it is well that each of us knows what it means in our own lives. You are made in God’s 
image. As an image of the divine, God does not command you to be nothing. You are not to be 
denigrated. What aspects of your life, your desires, your tendencies, do you recognize as 
impeding your ability to set your mind on what you truly want and need? What is your cross? 
Perhaps you see more than one cross you must bear. If you “take up” your cross (or crosses), 
how might you live differently than you do now? 

 
Household Prayer: Morning 

As I open my eyes, 
I can see the heavens that tell of your glory. 

Allow me to be part of this creation 
that proclaims your handiwork 

and your real presence in the world. Amen. 
 

Household Prayer: Evening 
As the day winds down, 

allow me to find satisfaction in the thought 
that I have taken my cross and followed you. 

Allow me to find rest in the knowledge 
that I did not act as if I was ashamed of you. 

And if I failed you, forgive me 
and allow me to find solace 

in the new mercies of the morning. Amen. 
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ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP 
LAY LITURGIST:  Nancy Bierenga; GREETERS:  Hester Newton, Travis & Michelle Piper; USHERS: 
David & Jacquie Swenson, Dave & Vella Caruso; AFTER WORSHIP HOSPITALITY:  Quinn & Linda 
Champion; OFFERING COUNTERS:  Dave & Vella Caruso    

 

NEWS & OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Welcome Guests!  We’re so glad you joined our church family in worship today.  Please join us 
following the worship service in the chapel for a time of fellowship and refreshments.   
 

This morning’s flowers have been provided by Bill & Joan Barnes. 
 

The Men's Breakfast at Cherokee Restaurant will be held on Wednesday morning, September 
26th at 8 a.m.  Michelle Primmer, Market Manager of the Muskegon Farmers Market will provide 
an update on the Farmers Market and the "Senior Power of Produce" program available on 
Tuesdays. 
 

Fall is coming; Halloween is right around the corner. Collection for the Trunk-Or-Treat event is 
starting now. If you are interested in donating, please purchase individually wrapped candy and 
drop them off at the church during office hours. Questions? Contact Arisha.  
 

The deadline to submit articles for the Highland Herald is TODAY. Please email your articles to 
office@fpcmuskegon.org or leave them in the file folder marked “Newsletter” located in the 
office mailboxes.   
 

Please register and take an envelope if you would like to participate in the 2018 CROP Walk 
whether you receive donations online, by check, or by cash.  All envelopes have an attached 
note with simple instructions to our FPC CROP Walk Team on line. All donations are to be turned 
in at the Walk on Sunday, October 7th.  You may pick up your envelope on Sundays throughout 
September as well as October 7th.  Thank you for participating in the 2018 CROP Walk.  
 

 

THE IMPACT OF YOUR CROP WALK CONTRIBUTION 
 

$115.00 provides a family with a latrine 
$150.00 rehabilitates 10 malnourished children 

$225.00 provides home gardening for 15 families 
gives 13 types of seeds and tools to 15 families 

 

PLEASE SIGN UP TO WALK OR SPONSOR A WALKER 
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Come Join Us 
 

What:   The Wondering Wandering Wondrous Widows  

Date:  September 18, 2018  

Where:  First Presbyterian Church – Muskegon  

Time:  1:00 – 2:30 p.m.  

The purpose of this group is to allow single widowed women to 

come together monthly in Christian fellowship, providing a time of 

encouragement, and conversation on how to navigate in our daily 

lives as we move forward as widowed women.  

Questions? Contact Teresa Christensen at (231) 720.6984.  
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK AT FPC 
 
09/16/18 8:45 am Book Discussion 
Sunday 10:00 am Worship 
 11:00 am Hospitality 
 
09/17/18 9:30 am Gentle Yoga 
Monday 10:00 am Book Discussion 
 1:00 pm Bible Study 
 
09/18/18 9:30 am Moms Workout Group 
Tuesday 1:00 pm WWWW Group 
 7:15 pm Gentle Yoga 
 
09/19/118 1:00 pm Elizabeth Circle 
Wednesday 1:00 pm Hackley Postpartum Group 
 6:30 pm Session Meeting 
 
09/20/18 10:00 am Chair Yoga 
Thursday 
 
09/21/18 9:30 am Gentle Yoga 
Friday 
 
09/22/18 10:00 am Girl Scouts 
Saturday 
 
09/23/18 8:45 am Book Discussion 
Sunday 10:00 am Worship 
 11:00 am Hospitality 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

2577 Wickham Drive 
Muskegon, Michigan 49441-3182 

Phone (231) 759-1275     Fax (231) 759-7825 
www.fpcmuskegon.org 
info@fpcmuskegon.org 

 
 

Our Church Staff 
Pastor:          Rev. James B. Rausch 
Director of Music: Brenda Jeisy 
Young Family & Youth Program Director: Arisha Coffee 
Office Manager: Joan Bengston 
Financial Secretary: Kathy DeCormier 
Nursery Attendants: Melissa Boughton & LaToya Wright 
Custodian:  Rich Reubens 
 


