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¢ƘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

April 8, 2018 
 

Boldface type indicates a spoken response. 
The asterisk (*) is an invitation to stand if able. 

 
  PRELUDE 
 
  WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   
  CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

 Peace be with you.                                                                                             Ps. 133:1ς3; 

How good and pleasant it is                                                                         John 20:21ς22 
when we live together in unity. 
Receive the Holy Spirit. 
It is like precious oil on the head, 
the blessing of the Lord. 

 

*OPENING HYMNS #234                     Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 
   #248                 Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna! 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

If we say that we have no sin,                                                                             1 John 1:8ς9 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
¢ǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴΦ 
You have shown yourself to us, O God,                                                         John 20:19ς31 
by Word and Spirit, with signs and wonders, 
in flesh and blood, yet we still struggle to live and believe 
the good news of Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us; forgive us. 
Enter into our lives and cast out our fear 
so that we may come to trust in you 
ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜΦ !ƳŜƴΦ 
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*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

We have an advocate with Godτ                                                                      1 John 2:1ς2 
Jesus Christ, the righteous oneτ 
who offered his life in love to save the world from sin. 
This is the good news of the gospel: 
in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS #606       Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
*SHARING OUR GIFT OF PEACE FROM CHRIST 
 
  HYMN  #250                       In the Bulb There Is a Flower 
 
  A TIME WITH THE YOUNGER CHURCH               Roxanne Deibel 
 
  FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON  John 20:19ς31 [p. 115 NT] 
 
  SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON  Acts 4:32-35 [p. 122 NT] 
 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
  MESSAGE               "I Need Quinn's Car"                      Pastor Jim Rausch  
 
  SHARING OUR PRAYERS AND ¢I9 [hw5Ω{ tw!¸9w  

  RESPONSE #205                               Live in Charity 

  OFFERING           Registration of Attendance 

  OFFERTORY                
 
*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS #659                  Know That God Is Good 
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

Holy God, we give you thanks and praise                                                     John 20:19ς22 
for light and life and love, andτabove allτ 
the presence of the living Lord among us. 
By your Spirit who breathes within us, 
strengthen our faith, use our gifts, 
and work in our lives to bear witness 
to the resurrection of Christ our Lord, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN #249          Because You Live, O Christ 
 
ϝDh5Ω{ .[9{{LbD !{ ²9 Dh 
 
*POSTLUDE 
 

Ϟ Ϟ Ϟ 
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Questions for Reflection 

It all happened ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ άǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪέ όWƻƘƴ 20:19)τthe same 
day Jesus rose from the dead (John 20:1)τwhen the risen Lord appeared to a group of 
disciples in a locked house and offered them the gift of the Holy Spirit. Then, one week 
later (John 20:26), Jesus came again to the disciples (still shut inside the house), this 
time allowing Thomas to see and touch his hands and side. Think about the place where 
you gather for worship on Sunday. Is it open to the surprising presence of Christ and the 
liberating gifts of the Spirit? (If not, does the Spirit still move? Does Jesus show up 
anyway?) Are there times when your questions and doubts grow deeper? Are there 
times when your faith is strengthened and renewed? 

Household Prayer: Morning 

God of light, I praise you 
for the gift of this new day. 
By the power of your Spirit 
enable me to live in your light 
and seek the holy fellowship 
of Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening 

Be with me, Lord Jesus, 
at the evening of this day. 
Enter into my heart 
and fill it with your peace 
so that I may rejoice and rest 
in your presence. Amen. 
 

 
ASSISTING WITH WORSHIP 

Lay Liturgist ς Mary Ellen Willcox; Greeters ς Nancy Evans, Larry & Barbara Foster; Ushers ς 
Mary Seieroe, Jeanette Reckell, Quinn & Linda Champion; After Worship Hospitality ς Bev Spiwak 
& Mary Seieroe; Offering Counters ς Don Correll & Vic Prowant 
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NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Welcome Guests!  ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎƻ ƎƭŀŘ ȅƻǳ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƻǳǊ 
church family in worship today.  Please join us 
following the worship service in the chapel for a 
time of fellowship and refreshments.   
 
All Hands-on Deck! The FPC Youth will be 
volunteering at Kids Food Basket on April 
14

th
 and need extra hands to assist. Details and 

sign-up sheet are on the "Upcoming Events" 
bulletin board. 
 
Today is the last day to sign up to attend the 
May 5

th
 ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ aƻƴǘȅ tȅǘƘƻƴΩǎ 

SPAMALOT, performed by the Muskegon Civic 
Theatre at the Frauenthal Center.  Attend dinner 
with your FPC family and friends prior to the 
show at the Harbor Holiday Inn.  Ticket and 
payment information is posted on the 
ά¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎέ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ōƻŀǊŘΦ 
 
The Bread for the World Bread Sale is today in 
the chapel. Thank you, bakers and buyers, for 
your contributions! 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ 

June Begley in memory of her sister. 

The deadline to submit articles for the next 
issue of the Highland Herald is Sunday, April 
15

th
. Please leave your articles in the newsletter 

mailbox in the reception office or email them to 
office@fpcmuskegon.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Enrichment Class - Monday, April 16
th

: Jilly 
Barnes will teach the basics of dichroic glass.  A 
sun catcher or ornament can be made for $25.  
The class will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 
p.m.   
 
Scots Sunday is April 22

nd
!  Come and celebrate 

the heritage and traditions of our church with 

bagpipes, a grand processional/recessional and 

Scottish shortbread during the hospitality hour. 

All current elders and deacons are asked to 

participate in the service.  Please meet in the 

chapel at 9:30 a.m. to line up for the 

processional. 

Join us Sunday, April 15
th

 as we continue the 

celebration of Easter with Holy Humor Sunday 

lead by the youth.  Wear your wackiest, 

brightest or most joyful outfit as we celebrate 

and spread the joy of Jesus' love! 

FPC - Grand Haven is hosting nationally 
recognized speaker, Austin Channing Brown, 
on Sunday, April 15 at 4:00 p.m. Ms. Brown is 
known as a fierce defender of civil discourse 
related to race relations with specific reference 
to encouraging open dialogue and tolerance 
between African American and white 
communities and will be speaking on her 
experiences and perspectives on this topic. All 
are welcome to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Family Promise--As you know, FPC will be hosting 14 people from homeless families during the week 

of April 15 to 22.  Many of you have already volunteered your time and talents to make this a success.  

However, we are still in need of the following:  4 7 am drivers for a 5-minute drive to return the guests 

to FP; 1 driver to take cots to next church; 4 over-nighters, 8:30 pm to 7 am; 4 evening hosts, 6 to 8:30 

pm; 2 blankets and 4 twin sheets.  Volunteer orientation meeting will be held in the Library after the 

service today.  You will be filling out a vetting form and hearing suggestions from Marion McDermed, 

director of Family Promise. 

mailto:office@fpcmuskegon.org


HAPPENING THIS WEEK AT FPC 

 
 

Sunday 10:00 am Worship 
04/08/18 11:00 am BFW Bread Sale 
 11:00 am Hospitality 
 11:00 am Family Promise Orientation Meeting 
 5:30 pm Marriage Fellowship 
 
Monday 9:30 am Gentle Yoga 
04/09/18 11:30 am Staff Meeting 
 6:30 pm Theology Matters 
 
Tuesday 9:30 am aƻƳǎΩ ²ƻǊƪƻǳǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
04/10/18 10:00 am Hunger Committee 
 12:30 pm Sarah Circle 
 4:30 pm MC&S Council Meeting 
 6:00 pm Choir Practice 
 6:30 pm Finance Council Meeting 
 7:15 pm Gentle Yoga 
 
Wednesday 1:00 pm Bible Study 
04/11/18 5:30 pm Worship & Music Council Meeting 
 7:00 pm O & C Council Meeting 
 
Thursday 6:30 pm Faith Development Meeting 
04/12/18 
 
Friday 9:30 am Gentle Yoga 
04/13/18 
 
Saturday 10:00 am Girl Scouts 
04/14/18 
 
Sunday 10:00 am Worship 
04/15/18 11:00 am Hospitality 
 11:00 am YAC Time 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

2577 Wickham Drive 
Muskegon, Michigan 49441-3182 

Phone (231) 759-1275     Fax (231) 759-7825 
www.fpcmuskegon.org 
info@fpcmuskegon.org 

 
 

Our Church Staff 
Pastor:          Rev. James B. Rausch 
Director of Music: Brenda Jeisy 
Young Family & Youth Program Director: Arisha Coffee 
Office Manager: Joan Bengston 
Financial Secretary: Kathy DeCormier 
Nursery Attendants: Melissa Boughton & LaToya Wright 
Custodian: Rich Reubens 
 


